ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

pocket; but these gifts, coming from King
George, have an influence far beyond the
number of pounds sterling contributed. Not
merely the King himself, but practically all of
the members of the royal family are likewise
employed in various ways in the betterment
of the welfare of society. If there is a large
charitable institution to be opened, a great
public fair to be inaugurated, the corner-stone
of a new hospital to be laid, a great educational
institution to be dedicated, or any other im-
portant ceremonial to be observed looking tow-
ard the uplifting of society, it is considered
desirable, if not under some circumstances
almost necessary, for some one connected with
the royal family to be selected to make the
opening address or to take the lead in the cere-
monial. This is not snobbishness; it is merely
the recognition of a real fact, that the people of
England will give a great deal more weight to
anything said by a person who occupies the
social position of a member of the royal family
than they will to the words of any one else in
the kingdom.
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